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Was your New Year’s resolution to become 
more involved in your church and 
community? We have a great way to start 

your year off  right by accomplishing one of  your 
goals. Stop by the Mission Open House in Fellowship 

Hall this Sunday, Jan. 31, to 
find a mission in which to get 
involved. With over 30 missions to 
choose from, you are sure to find 
just the right one for you, your 
family, your small group or your 
Sunday school class. Sign up for 
our Blood Drive that will be held 
on Feb. 7. Bring in a cell phone, 
digital camera or Blackberry for 
our Small Electronics Recycling 
Collection. If  you want to get 
a little more involved, Amigos 
Days is a great program that 
helps repair houses and churches 
in the Dallas area in April. 
Volunteer opportunities exist 

for everyone from 
scraping, painting, 
debris removal, yard 
work and carpentry 
repairs to working 
with the hospitality 
committee delivering 
food and drinks for 
the volunteers. 

Do you enjoy 
helping our older 
friends?  Come sign 
up to be a driver 

or substitute driver with Meals on Wheels. This 
program provides hot, nutritious meals to shut-ins, 

Get connected Sunday at Mission Open House
helping them to remain independent in their own 
homes. Check out our Nursing Home Ministry, 
where small groups go to two local nursing homes 
to play bingo with the residents. Want to help feed 
the hungry? Come sign up to support the Samaritan 
Inn, the only homeless shelter in Collin County. 
Sign up to donate money for a monthly meal, 
to volunteer to serve dinner at the Inn, to collect 
breakfast food items for our monthly collection or 
deliver milk and eggs one or more weeks. You can 
sign up to help the Journey of Hope Grief Support 
Group, which is a nonprofit 
support center for grieving 
children, adolescents and 
their family members that 
provides a friendly, caring 
place where families are 
assisted in expressing and 
working through their grief. 
Every second Thursday 
of  each month, we will 
support Journey of  Hope 
by preparing and serving 
the meal that begins each 
meeting. We will be feeding 
approximately 75 people 
(fewer in the summer 
months), many of  whom are 
children, at each meal.

We have many missions 
dedicated to helping children and their families: Bed 

Start provides beds 
and other necessary 
furniture items to 
children and their 
families in time of  
need. To date we have 
provided 124 beds this 
school year compared 
to 32 beds last school 
year. To address the 
increased needs in 
Plano, Bed Start has 
grown from supporting 
Head Start families to 

supporting families with children in PISD.  
Friday NITE Friends, our medical respite 

program, needs volunteers on Friday nights, as well 
as dinner for the 25 volunteers. You can donate items 
to the Rainbow Room (located in the Collin County 
Children’s Advocacy Center) and My Friend’s 
House. Mentors are needed in the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Program and the PISD School-Age Parent 
Program. This program isn’t just about helping 
unwed mothers finish high school. It’s about giving 

student moms and dads a support structure so they 
can become solid productive citizens and capable 
caring parents. They are young people struggling 
with passing algebra and at the same time, they are 
trying to make sure their day care is safe. Donate 
gently used baby items and new and used copies of  
books like What to Expect When You’re Expecting or 

similar growth and development materials; provide 
a gift card to the movies or a local restaurant that 
can be used as a door prize at the monthly support 
meetings; mentor a student; pray for a student; hold 
babies at a monthly support meeting so the parents 
can focus on the speaker; bring dinner for a meeting; 
toss a bag of  diapers into the mission closet on any 
given Sunday.... 

Prayers were answered and blessings were 
abundant as My Friend’s House successfully 
achieved all of  the financial hurdles and building 
obstacles in 2009. With the opening of  My Friend’s 
House, several changes have been implemented 
for volunteering at the “sister facility,” CITY 
House, which was the only teen shelter for Collin 
County’s homeless youth. CITY House provides 
crisis intervention and 
counseling services 
to children and youth 
(ages 10 to 17) and 
their families. The 
good news is Custer 
Road UMC has 
supported CITY House 
by providing home-
cooked meals once a 
month for many years. 
The bad news is, that they have many new changes 
in how they are now required to operate. With the 
opening of  My Friend’s House, CITY House was 
forced into much closer scrutiny by the state of  

See VISIT Page 4

Stephanie Mills, the Rev. John Baldwin and the Rev. 
Ron Henderson tour My Friends Place.

Nancy Corley 
coordinates the 
collection of cans of 
soup for the Souper 
Bowl.

Amigos Days homeowner, 
Jennifer Brady, Debbie Dean, 
Jim Roskopf, Frank Engels 
and Mac Dethlefsen.

The Samaritan Inn in McKinney is the only homeless 
shelter in Collin County.

Stephanie Mills, 
director of 
missions, helps 
load clothing 
for Wheatland 
UMC clothing 
collection.

Every child in the Head 
Start program received a 
sweat suit in 2009 thanks 
to the generous donations 
of Custer Road UMC.
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Tim Morrison, music/worship
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Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday Service
Feb. 18: CRUMC Youth Have Talent
Feb. 18-21: Mexico Mission Trip
Feb. 20: Mardi Gras Dance
Feb. 20: Pilgrimage Auction & Dinner
Feb. 21: 30th Anniversary Celebration
Feb. 27: Prayer Breakfast
Feb. 25-27: Created by God (5th Graders)
Mar. 6: Esperanza 5K
Mar. 7-28: Food Drive 
Mar. 27: The Easter Path
Mar. 21: Evening Organ Concert
Mar. 21-April 10: Book Drive Collection
April 1-30: Mission Blitz 2010
April 2: Good Friday
April 3: Easter Prayer Walk
April 4: Easter
April 9: Spiritual Day Apart
April 11-May 2: Book Sale
April 11-25: Clothing Drive
April 11-25: Household Items Collection
April 25: Blood Drive
May 1: Blooms Spring Tea
May 1: Prayer Breakfast
May 6: National Day of Prayer

DOWN THE ROAD
Sunday at 

Custer Road UMC
WORSHIP 
Dr. Ron Henderson preaches
Sunday, Jan. 31
Prelude and Postlude
Organ
8:30 a.m.
I Will Sing New Songs to the Lord 
(Revelation Choir); vocal solo: Mason 
Morrison
9:45 a.m.
Alleluia. All the Earth Doth Worship Thee 
(Chancel Choir); vocal solo: Melissa 
Roth
11:00 a.m.
Alleluia. All the Earth Doth Worship Thee 
(Chancel Choir); Take Over My Heart 
(vocal solo: Brooke Wright)

Sunday, Feb. 7
Dr. James Moore preaches
Prelude and Postlude
Brass
8:30 a.m.
All People That on Earth Do Dwell (Isaiah 
Ensemble); Christ Is the Rock (Revelation 
Choir); vocal solo: Lila Flores
9:45 a.m.
People Need the Lord (Ruth Ensemble); 
And the Father Will Dance (Chancel 
Choir)
11:00 a.m.
Alleluia (Malachi Women Ensemble); 
And the Father Will Dance (Chancel 
Choir); vocal Solo: Sue Cruse

WELCOME BRUNCH:
Everyone is invited to enjoy a 
free brunch in the Upper Room 
at 8:30, 9:45 and 11 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 31. Come as a class!

MISSION OPEN HOUSE:
Visit Fellowship Hall Sunday, 
Jan. 31, and find your mission 
for 2010.

WHITE SALE DRIVE: 
Last Sunday to bring in linens is 
Sunday, Jan. 31.

TELLERS: Travis Levin, 
Lewis Wood, Rodney Kiel and 
Linda Rozeboom on Jan. 31.

COMMUNION 
OFFERING: Offerings 
brought to the Communion rail 
on Feb. 7 will benefit Amigos 
Days 2010.

BLOOD DRIVE: Two 
bloodmobiles from Carter 
BloodCare will be on sight 
Sunday, Feb. 7, for donations. 
Walk-ins welcome.

Web site: www.crumc.org
Phone: 972-618-3450
Editor: Marilene Hruska, mhruska@crumc.org
Circulation: Scottie Tisdel, stisdel@crumc.org

Submissions to The Road are welcome. 
Include contact name and phone 
or e-mail address with submissions. 
Custer Road UMC reserves the right to 
edit submissions for content or length.
Submission deadlines:
Feb. 3 for the Feb. 12 edition
Feb. 17 for the Feb. 26 edition

Our hearts are heavy and our 
prayers are many as we grieve 
with our friends, families, 

coworkers and relational ties in Haiti. 
The Rev. Dr. Sam Dixon, head of  
the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief  (UMCOR), died before he 
could be rescued from the rubble of  
a hotel destroyed by the earthquake 
that hit Haiti on Jan. 12. The executive 
officer was part of  a group of  mission 
and relief  specialists trapped by the 
collapse of  the Hotel Montana. The 
Rev. Clinton Rabb, 60, a leader in 
UMCOR, died on Jan. 17 in a Florida 
hospital from injuries sustained when 
he was trapped for 55 hours in the 
ruins of  the hotel. The native Texan 
was head of  the office of  Mission 
Volunteers of  the General Board of  

Global Ministries.
Our Jurisdiction (the South 

Central Jurisdiction) sends many 
Volunteer In Mission (VIM) teams to 
Haiti, and several local churches are 
involved in ministry there. 

If  you would like to donate to 
UMCOR, which will use the money 
for recovery, a special North Texas 
Conference fund number has been 
created: NTC Fund #277. Make 
checks payable to CRUMC, indicate 
“Haiti #277” and place them in the 
offering plate, put them in the drop box 
on the side of  the church office or mail 
them to the church office. You may 
also donate online through WebVIEW 
at www.crumc.org/webview, or to 
UMCOR directly at http://gbgm-umc.
org/umcor/.

North Texas Conference creates 
Haiti earthquake disaster fund

We have all seen the compelling pictures and videos on the 
news of  the massive destruction and loss of  life in the Haiti 
earthquake. What can we do to help? Custer Road UMC’s 
special offering for Haiti on Sunday, Jan. 17, was almost $15,000! 
We will use a small portion of  this offering to purchase health 
kit supplies and assemble them on Saturday, Jan. 30, 9-11 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. Stop by, all ages are welcome, and assemble 
a health kit or two. The remainder of  the offering will be sent to 
the North Texas Conference Advance #277, for the UMCOR 
efforts in Haiti. Contact Stephanie Mills, ext. 239.

Lend a helping hand

By Rev. Ron Henderson

We are well into 2010, and 
I find myself  with more 
energy and excitement than 

I’ve experienced during the 3½ years 
that I have joyfully served as senior 

pastor of  Custer 
Road UMC.

One year-long 
event that makes 
2010 exciting 
for me is the 
celebration of  
our 30th Church 
Anniversary. 
Celebrating the 

theme Grace, Gratitude & Growth, we 
will kick off  our year-long celebration 
on Saturday, Feb. 6, with our Fourth 
Annual Custer Road UMC Leadership 
Conference. The Leadership 
Conference will be preceded by a 
14-hour prayer vigil on Friday, Feb. 5, 

Exciting year of celebration, growth
from 8 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Rev. Dr. James Moore, one of  
the most noted UMC preachers and 
author will be our keynote speaker 
on Saturday and will preach at all 
three worship services the following 
morning, Sunday, Feb. 7. Dr. Moore is 
a first class person, faithful Christian 
and inspirational preacher. You do 
not want to go to heaven before you 
are blessed by the preaching of  God’s 
Word by the Rev. James Moore.

Also, on Feb. 21 the founding 
pastor of  Custer Road UMC, the Rev. 
Mark Craig, will be our guest preacher 
at a special evening worship service 
at 6 p.m., immediately followed by a 
reception honoring Mark and Custer 
Road UMC’s charter members. Please 
join me daily in prayer for a glorious year 
in the life of  our church and to make 
this year’s Leadership Conference and 
Church Anniversary one for the ages.

Ron is senior minister.
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The Evangelism Ministry 
is  hosting a Welcoming 
Church Brunch on 

Sunday, Jan. 31, in the Upper 
Room at 8:30, 9:45, and 11 
a.m. for everyone. Great food 
will be provided by Chef  David 
Pomponio. Guest speakers will 
be Dr. Joan LaBarr of  the North 
Texas Conference of  the United 
Methodist Church and Tim Crouch 
of  Igniting Ministries. This is going to 
be a great morning of  fellowship, free 

Welcoming Church Brunch, Jan. 31

M U S I C

Custer Road UMC will once 
again host the Texas Christian 
Songwriters Association at a free 
concert on Saturday, Jan. 30, at 7 
p.m. in the Upper Room. January’s 
concert features singer Ashley Gatta 

and the band 
Ebenezer. 

Ashley 
Gatta is a 
Dentonite 
who has a 
passion for 
contemporary 
music with 
soul. As a 

member of  the Texas CSA, Gatta was 
awarded their highest honor in 2009 by 
receiving the Song of  the Year award.

 Ebenezer is a six-piece band with 
two guitars, bass, harmonica and 
winds. Four vocals provide a close 
harmony that is ageless, and the band 
has the acoustic quality of  the timeless 
“unplugged” music.

TexasCSA is a non-profit 
organization created to help faith-
based songwriters throughout the 
state get their music heard so it can 
bless the kingdom of  God and to 
inspire them in their artistic endeavors. 

Support Texas Christian Songwriters 
at Jan. 30 performance in Upper Room

Ashley Gatta

Ebenezer Band

Find more music and information on 
their internet radio station at www.
TexasCSA.com.

Alpha course exploring biblical 
questions, begins Feb. 22

Is there more to life than this? Why 
did Jesus die? How does God 
guide us? These are all common 

questions and the reason why Alpha 
was created. Alpha is a practical 
eight-week introduction to the basics 
of  the Christian faith, good for people 
new to the faith, Christians wanting 
to brush up on the fundamentals, and 
for friends outside the church who 
simply want to learn more. The course 
is informal and friendly, and there’s 
no pressure. There will be loads of  
opportunities for debate, discussion 
and answers.

The Alpha course meets every 
Monday evening starting on Feb. 22. 
Dinner and fellowship begins at 6:30 
p.m., with the class following at 7:30 

p.m. A Saturday retreat on 
April 27 is included in the 
program. Free child care is 
available. Register online 
at www.crumc.org/alpha 
starting Feb. 1, or contact the Rev. 
John Richardson, jrichardson@crumc.
org or ext. 250.

Pancake Supper
The Discipleship Sunday school 

class is hosting a Pancake Supper on 
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 5 p.m. 
before the service at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $4 per person or $12 per family and 
are available in the Fellowship Hall or at 
the door. Join other members of Custer 
Road UMC as they prepare their hearts 
and minds for the beginning of  Lent.

food and a fantastic opportunity 
to discover a little bit about how 
to be a warm and welcoming 
church, small group or Sunday 
school class. 

We look forward to you 
being with us for brunch and 
great fellowship while learning 
to share how to become a more 

welcoming church in the pews and 
Sunday school classes. Contact the 
Rev. John Baldwin, ext. 227 or Karen 
Fordyce, ext. 255. 

By Cheryl Haver

Christmas 2008, my family 
decided to pick a few places 
for Custer Road UMC’s donut 

mission. The kids had a lot of  fun 
as we drove around and delivered 
doughnuts. I never really put much 
thought into what they got out of  
it until this year. One Sunday in 
December, my daughter saw the table 
set up with the Krispy Kreme logo and 
begged to sign up for Christmas 2009. 
I agreed. She wanted to choose every 
place, but I finally convinced her to 
give others a chance. She even donated 
her allowance to help fund it. 

Christmas Eve was finally here, 
and she couldn’t wait for the service 
so we could go pick up doughnuts. 
Then the snow started. She was so 
worried that we would not be able to 
go. I assured her we would. By the 
end of  the night, I had 45 dozen boxes 
of  Krispy Kremes in my living room. 
My house smelled just like a doughnut 
store. The children woke up at 5:30 
a.m. so they could open all their 
presents and get ready to head out and 
deliver.

The first stop was DFW airport. 
Even the ice and cold could not stop 
us. Crimson Rose had her heart set on 
delivering to the troops coming home 
on Christmas Day. Security had us 
stand by the open door as the soldiers 
walked out. She stood there freezing 

Krispy Kreme deliveries make 
for a memorable Christmas

but waited until every soldier had a 
doughnut. I don’t think I have ever 
been prouder. We left there and started 
looking for the rest of  the places. It 
would have been a good time for a 
navigational system. We finally located 
the fire department off  the tollway in 
Dallas. This was a thrill for both our 
family and the firefighters, as they had 
been working most of  the night due to 
wrecks. They gave us a tour of  their 
new, green fire station. We spent the 
rest of  the day driving around Dallas, 
Addison, Richardson, Garland and 
Plano delivering to very appreciative 
people. I think the best reaction was 
the teenagers at two Studio Movie 
Grills. Those kids nearly jumped out of  
their skin at the sight of free Krispy Kremes. 

DFW airport, three movie 
theaters, two stores, a police station, 
a jail, an animal clinic, a gas station, 
a Starbucks and four fire stations 
later, we finally went home. We left 
our house at 7 a.m. and returned at 
4 p.m. We drove over 300 miles and 
used three-fourths tank of  gas. The 
children were worn out, and yet they 
were still smiling. I could not think 
of  a better way to spend Christmas. 
To see that my children gave up their 
day playing with new toys, playing in 
the snow, riding new bikes, is simply 
inspirational. It still brings tears to 
my eyes that my children understand 
the value of  doing for others for no 
other reason than it is the right thing 
to do. If  my daughter keeps this up, we 
might need a delivery truck to do this 
next year! I can’t wait to make every 
Christmas a Krispy Kreme Christmas. 

Cheryl, Crimson Rose and Mickenleigh 
Haver welcome soldiers with a Krispy 
Kreme doughnut as they deplaned at 
DFW on Christmas Day.

Scott and Niki Dillard distribute donuts 
on Christmas Eve 2009.

Custer Road UMC is blessed with 
many talented instrumentalists. Every 
year, many of  these young performers 
(grades 7-12) compete in the UIL 
contests for solo and ensemble. These 
solos are rarely heard outside of  the 
contest. “Custer Road Youth Have 
Talent” will change that and present 
a recital of  youth instrumentalists 
in a variety of  solos and ensembles. 
This program will present some of  the 
brightest and best of  youthful talent in 
our area. The recital will be held in the 
Chapel on the evening of  Thursday, 
Feb. 18. Contact Jane Fore, jfore@
crumc.org. 

Raleigh Ringers
Custer Road UMC will host the 

Raleigh Ringers in concert on Tuesday, 
June 22, in the Sanctuary. The 
Raleigh Ringers are an internationally 
acclaimed, advanced community 
handbell choir based in Raleigh, NC.

To hear a sample of  the Raleigh 
Ringers music, to see a concert 
schedule, or to learn more about the 
group, visit their website at www.rr.org.

Ticket sales begin Feb. 15. 
Contact Karen Eastburn, ext. 245 or 
keastburn@crumc.org.
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Continued from Page 1

Texas. As a result, they are no longer allowed to 
receive meals prepared outside of  their own kitchen, 
and only people holding a food-handling certificate 
issued by the state can work in their kitchen. 
However, they are allowed to receive gift cards 
for food purchase. Instead of  your Sunday school 
class offering to prepare an evening meal, you can 
now donate an equivalent gift card. CITY House is 
accepting gift cards from Walmart, Kroger, Target, 
Kohl’s, Adventure Landing, Chuck E. Cheese, Gatti 
Town, Main Event, McDonald’s, etc. Any amount 
would be great! The gift cards allow CITY House to 
purchase milk, clothes, detergent and take the kids for 
occasional outings.

Empty Nesters class support the Book Sale.

Thank You for Supporting Missions in 2009

CITY 
HOUSEJOURNEY OF 

HOPESAMARITAN 
INN

MISSION OPEN HOUSE - JAN. 31
 

White Sale Drive - Jan. 31
Blood Drive - Feb. 7

Souper Bowl Canned Soup Collection - Feb. 7
Mexico Mission Trip - Feb. 18-21
Bed Start Collection - Feb. 18-21

Visit Mission Open House, Sunday, Jan. 31, to get connected
Esperanza means hope

Custer Road UMC is launching an exciting new 
event to offer hope for our missions in Mexico and 
beyond. On Saturday, March 6, the church will hold 
the first Esperanza 5K race and one-mile fun run/

walk benefiting 
Juntos Servimos. 
Juntos Servimos 
means “together we 
serve” and assists 
people in need 
in Mexico. The 

objectives of  the Esperanza event are to raise money 
to support Juntos Servimos, to bring together our 
church community in service, fun and fellowship, 
and to extend our vision of  offering hope and 
transforming lives. Contact Sheryl Pickens, 214-
695-5051, for sponsorship opportunities or Gordon 
McAleb, 214-697-1780, to volunteer.

M I S S I O N S
Recycle that old phone

A collection box is located on the donation 
shelves in Fellowship Hall and in the church office 
all year long. Custer Road UMC’s Missions Ministry 
receives money for each working item donated, and 
all items are recycled. Proceeds benefit the Collin 
County Adult Clinic in East Plano. This clinic serves 
the adult population within Collin County who do 
not have access to medical treatment because they 
lack medical insurance. Contact Stephanie Mills, ext. 
239 or smills@crumc.org.

Sign up to donate blood
Sign-up at Mission Open House, for the Blood 

Drive on Sunday, Feb. 7. Two bloodmobiles will be 
here. Contact Suzanne Betterley at SuzanneB2007@
yahoo.com for more information. Can’t donate on 
Feb. 7? Go to any Carter BloodCare and donate and 
let them know you are a Custer Road UMC member.

Help replenish food pantries
The Souper Bowl benefits Plano Food Pantry 

and God’s Food Pantry. Help them replenish their 
shelves by donating cans of  soup for the team you 
think will win the Super 
Bowl, the New Orleans 
Saints or the Indianapolis 
Colts. Custer Road UMC 
has a good track record of  
predicting the winner so help us help the hungry by 
purchasing extra soup and placing it in the buckets in 
Fellowship Hall through Feb. 10. Our goal for 2010 is 
2010 cans of  soup! If  you have questions, call Nancy 
Corley, 972-881-1278.

White sale collection extended
The White Sale Drive is extended through Jan. 

31. Bring donations of  gently used sheets and towels 
to the donation shelves in Fellowship Hall for area 
homeless shelters.

Christmas Joy in Peru
Stop by the Christmas Joy in Peru table in 

Fellowship Hall to pick up a flyer and box to fill with 
items like soap, crayons, a comb, a ball, etc. Return 
the box to the donation shelves in Fellowship Hall. 
The boxes will go to a child in an orphanage in Peru.

Seventh graders and Journey children filled boxes 
items such as soap, combs, crayons for Christmas 
Joy in Peru.

You can gather information about opportunities 
this summer at Project Transformation, a summer 

day camp run by interns. 
Volunteers are needed to read 
one-on-one with the day camp 
participants.

Pick up information about 
our annual collections, such as 
the Book Drive/Sale coming 
in April. There are lots of  ways 
to help: donating book and, 
organizing/setting up the book 
drive, selling books on Sunday 
mornings and cleaning up after 
the Book Sale. 

Austin Ward enjoys 
the Book Sale
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By Alisa Allen

The 34th team of  Custer Road UMC 
missionaries returned from Matamoros, 
Mexico at the end of  October. During this 

trip, many lives were transformed. Helping children 
has always been at the heart of  Casa Bugambilia’s 
mission and the team’s attention was devoted 
to educational 
efforts, care for 
those living in a 
children’s home, 
and construction 
of  bunk beds for 
children sleeping in 
unsafe conditions. 

Early on, it 
was apparent that 
small things – bus 
fare, book fees, a new uniforms – could be a large 
barrier to a student from the colonias continuing 
their education. Many volunteers provided financial 
assistance to the students to help them meet these 
needs. But there was still a desire to improve. The 
call to serve and extend educational opportunities 
occurred when the community needed God’s people 
to do more to give the children their best chance at 
escaping poverty – a quality education. With the 
support of  parents, dedicated donors and Custer 
Road UMC volunteers, a classroom was set up in 
October 2008 and teachers began presenting basic 
reading and math skills to preschoolers so that they 

would be ready to 
learn from their 
first day of  formal 
schooling. The 
children named their 
school Las Estrellitas, 
The Little Stars. 
The curriculum was 
developed through 
collaboration between 
volunteer educators 
from the United 

States and local teachers. Saira Portuguez Bautista, 
a university student majoring in education, teaches 
the Las Estrellitas classes. Parents are involved, too, 
working with their children to help reinforce the new 
skills. The first Las Estrellitas class of  five students 
graduated in July 2009, and there are sixteen children 
in Saira’s class this semester. Now a year later from 
the time the preschool was established, Custer 
Road UMC team members hosted a celebration 
for these children and their parents to honor their 
accomplishments. 

Along with the education efforts, volunteers 
spent time playing and caring for the children at 
Mi Casa. Opportunities to be the hands and feet 
of  Christ were numerous, and the smiles on the 
children’s faces proved how transforming Christ’s 
love can be for his people.

 Alisa was the team leader and trip coordinator.

Mexico mission 
trip transforms 
lives of children

Thank You for Supporting Missions in 2009

CRUMC

FRIDAY 
NITE 

FRIENDS

NURSING HOME 
MINISTRY

MEALS ON 
WHEELS

CITY 
HOUSE

MISSION OPEN HOUSE - JAN. 31
 

White Sale Drive - Jan. 31
Blood Drive - Feb. 7

Souper Bowl Canned Soup Collection - Feb. 7
Mexico Mission Trip - Feb. 18-21
Bed Start Collection - Feb. 18-21

Belinda Orland volunteers at Project Transformation.

Visit Mission Open House, Sunday, Jan. 31, to get connected

M I S S I O N S

Offering benefits Amigos Days
The February Communion offering will benefit 

Amigos Days 2010, a hands-on ministry of  the UMC 
and People Helping People, a City of  Dallas Housing 
Revitalization program. Custer Road UMC has been 
a part of  this program for 13 years. This year, we will 
team together with other NTC Methodist churches 
and partner with Oak Cliff  UMC to repair and 
restore homes of  needy, elderly and disabled residents 
and make a positive difference in their neighborhood. 
Place donations at the Communion rail or in the 
offering plate. Donations may also be sent to the 
church office and designated for Amigos Days.

Our international missions also need your help. 
The Mexico Mission Team is looking for volunteers 
to go to Mexico this year. Volunteers are an essential 
part of  the work that is transforming lives at Casa 
Bugambilia. Casa Bugambilia responds to the needs 
of  the men, women and children living in extreme 
poverty in the colonias outside of  Matamoros, 
Mexico. Custer Road UMC volunteers that visit 
Casa Bugambilia apply their skills in the areas of  
medicine, physical therapy, education, construction, 
engineering and architecture. Join in the response 

to the invitations from the people of  Mexico. Many 
spots are still available for future trips, which occur 
almost monthly in 2010.

There are many 
more missions to 
choose from, so 
stop by Fellowship 
Hall Jan. 31. Talk 
to the mission coordinators, and join the wonderful 
people at Custer Road UMC who spread God’s love 
by helping others. For more information, contact 
Stephanie Mills, ext. 239 or smills@crumc.org.

Stephanie is director of  missions.
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M I N I S T R I E S  O F  C A R E

S T U D E N T S

The Student Ministry is looking 
for fun donations for a live 
auction and dinner on Saturday, 

Feb. 20, 6 p.m. Auctionable items 
are always appreciated, but we are 
also looking to auction off  priceless 
experiences (dinners, behind-the-scenes 
tours, fun events). If  you are able to 
donate an item, gift card, gift basket 
or experience, contact Lynnette Berry, 
lhberry@yahoo.com, or the Rev. Mike 
Baughman, mbaughman@crumc.org. 

All donations will benefit 
Pilgrimage 2011, a two-year ministry 
that empowers and supports 
sophomores and juniors as they read 
through the entire Bible.

Transforming Families
The Custer Road UMC 

Transforming Families program strives 
to be used by God to unite parents and 
youth in the understanding of  God’s 

love and his purpose for their lives. The 
Sunday night program will begin at 5 
p.m. with dinner, $3 per person, move 
to worship, and then on to discussion 
groups. These discussion groups will 
include your family and provide you 
with a structured opportunity to learn 
about God from each other. 

• Jan. 31: Altar your Faith
• Feb. 28: Altar your Bible Study: 

What do we really do with this thing?
• March 28: Altar your Question: 

Who gets into heaven?
• April 11: Altar your Discipleship
• May 23: Altar your Breath: 

Reflections on the Holy Spirit 

Student Ministry needs items for 
auction benefiting Pilgrimage 2011

The Rev. Jack Gibson, 
Colleen Gardner and 

Brenda McKnight visited 
Leon Hruska as part of the 
Ministries of Care program 
that celebrates members 
90+ birthdays. Leon, who is 
the hospital recovering from 
surgery, turned 96 on Jan. 11. 
The Care Ministry also makes 
telephone calls to all adult 
members of the congregation 
on their birthday to extend the 
church’s good wishes.Ph
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aCome to a Treasured Times-
sponsored informative session 
on Tuesday, Feb. 9, 6:45-9 

p.m., in the Upper Room to help 
further understand and relate to 
persons with Alzheimer’s Disease or 
dementia. Carole Larkin, geriatric 
care manager of  Third Age Services, 
LLC, will focus specifically on 
communication and behavioral issues 
associated with dementia. Learn 
to effectively communicate while 
maintaining your sanity as well as 
the patient’s dignity, and gain insight 
on handling negative behaviors and 
dealing with them productively.

Carole Larkin has a master’s of  
applied gerontology with a specialty 
in aging services from the University 
of  North Texas. She is a certified 
specialist in “Best Care” practices by 
both the Alzheimer’s Foundation of  
America and by the National Council 
of  Certified Dementia Practitioners 
and has worked for the Alzheimer’s 
Association. She trains home care 
companies, assisted livings, memory 
care communities and nursing homes 
in dementia care techniques to enable 
a higher quality of  life for persons 
with dementia. Carole has been a 
care manager for over five years and 
has served older adults for over two 

Keys to getting along with dementia 
presented at February 9 meeting 

decades. RSVP to Thelma Taylor, 
dttaylor@prodigy.net, or Taci Kistler, 
tkistler@crumc.org, by Feb. 4.

As a speaker, J.R. Atkins is 
noted for “taking the mystery out of  
social media” and speaking in terms 
that “even a CEO can understand.” 
He is best known for working with 
company leaders, sales professionals 
and marketing managers. In the 
JOB Group-sponsored presentation 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 6:30 p.m., he’ll 
explain how this knowledge can 
benefit job seekers when social media 
is used properly. Using inbound and 
outbound marketing, J.R. can help you 
implement plans to generate positive 
results in this new environment.

Prayer Team 
Custer Road UMC has a Prayer 

Team that takes your prayer requests 
and offers them to God. Fill out 
the prayer request cards found in 
Sanctuary pew racks, in prayer coves 
and in Sunday school classrooms, 
and drop them in the offering plate 

Join SAM for a tour of the new Cowboy Stadium 
$14 per person for children and adults 65 years and older
$17 for adults

On the day of the event, meet by the church office doors at 
12:15 p.m. to ride together. Lunch will be in Arlington. 

Cowboy Stadium Tour
February 28 • 3 p.m.
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For more information, contact Dot Sanstrom, 972-769-8521. 
Register at www.crumc.org/sam by Feb. 15.

Celebrate National Marriage 
Week, Feb. 7-14, by honoring 
your spouse with a full week 

of  love, appreciation and recognition. 
Custer Road UMC’s marriage ministry 
will help you! Sign up to receive daily 
emails during National Marriage Week 
with tips on how to show that special 
someone you care. 

Send an email titled “National 
Marriage Week” to tkistler@crumc.org 
and get set to love the one you’re with!

National Marriage Week is a 
collaborative effort to encourage many 
diverse groups to strengthen individual 
marriages, reduce the divorce rate and 

or place them in a prayer box. Prayer 
coves are located in eight places 
throughout the church. On the first 
floor, boxes are in the Narthex, outside 
the Chapel, near the Information Desk 
in the breezeway, across from the 
church office and in the hall behind 
Fellowship Hall. Downstairs boxes 
are near the stairs on the south end of  
the building, outside B16, and across 
from the elevator on the north end of  

the building. The Prayer Team also 
receives requests via telephone (ext. 
267), the web site (www.crumc.org/
prayerrequests) or e-mail (prayer@
crumc.org). 

To learn more about the Prayer 
Ministry, come to the Leadership 
Conference on Saturday, Feb. 6, and 
join a breakout group. We welcome 
you and your ideas for helping to serve 
our church and community.

Celebrate National Marriage Week
build a stronger marriage culture. Deep 
down, everyone wants a rewarding, 
lifelong commitment with their spouse. 
But in the midst of  challenges, we 
forget how marriage can benefit our 
personal lives.

Marriage blessing
The Senior Adult Ministry will 

host a service to bless the marriages 
of  couples married 50 years or more 
on Saturday, Feb. 13, at 4 p.m. in 
the Chapel. A reception will follow. 
Family and friends are invited. RSVP 
by Feb. 8 to Kyla Prestwood, ext. 248.
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NEW MEMBERS

Aaron Buechner

Jenna and Chad Ertel and Sophie, 
11 months

Megan and Jason Lewis

SHARING & CARING
Our sympathy

We extend our sympathy to Fred 
and Phyllis Clark on the death of  
Fred’s father, Wayne Clark.

We extend our sympathy to Jodi, 
Brian, Cole, Trey and Bryn Mae 
Bergstrom on the death of  Jodi’s 
mother and Cole, Trey and Bryn Mae’s 
grandmother, Kathe Powell.

Congratulations 
A son, Reed Robert, was born to 

Olivia and Thomas Rogers on Jan. 14.

Gifts and memorials
Gifts to Friday NITE Friends in 

memory of  Sherry Hicks Armstrong, 
sister of  Charles Hicks, has been given 
by Charles and Lynda Hicks and by 
Kirk and Dolores Faulkner and in 
memory of  Lydia Mae Brown, mother 
of  Ronnie Brown, by Tom and Anne 
Guerrero. 

Gifts to the Clara Gibson Prayer 
Conference have been given in honor 
of  Claudia and Denny Hill by Ernest 
and Ada Spear and in honor of  the 
Rev. Jack Gibson by the Covenant 
Sunday school class and by Chuck and 
Joan Newman. 

A gift to the Benevolence Fund in 
memory of  Sherry Hicks Armstrong, 
daughter of  Vera Hicks, has been given 
by Vera Hicks. 

A gift to SAM in honor of  Barbara 
Urban has been given by the Tuesday 

Pat Amos, CLU
Amos Financial Services

Life Insurance ~ Annuities ~ Long Term Care

Office: (972) 985-2781         Fax: (972) 867-6063
Cell: (214) 755-0073             pjamos@pjafs.com

Build, Enjoy & Preserve Your Estate

The United Methodist Men invite other men of Custer 
Road UMC to join them as they do the work that they are 
called to do, striving through both words and actions to be 

the hands of Christ. Visit www.crumc-umm.org.

Total Air and Heat Company
Steve Lauten

Serving DFW Metroplex since 1957

972-881-0020
1408 Ave. O, Suite 100

Plano, TX 75074
License TACL-A0011386C

Voted Best Heat & Air 
Contractor last 7 years in
Star Community Newspapers
Readers Choice Awards

Bill & Cathy Fowler
Owners/Operators

1301 Century Way Wylie
972-429-8525

BURL WOOD, CLU, ChFC
Office: 972-867-0090

3600 Preston Rd. S 300  
Plano, TX 75093              

DENNIS A. FULLER
Attorney at Law

• Family Law • Juvenile Law
• Expunctions • Wills

972-852-8500 
dennis@dfuller.com

3600 Preston Rd. Suite 100
972-599-7000 or 214-616-5636 (cell)
beth@appleteam.com  www.appleteam.com

Beth & John Applegate Becky Watts
Owner/Chef

972-396-8828          www.smallpotatoescatering

Weddings • Dinner Parties
Anniversaries • Other Special Occasions

JOANNE BRYAN, GRI
214-929-7560

joannebryan@ebby.com

Call today with all your real estate questions!

Frisco Paint
7010 Preston Road • 972-335-6600

Gair Williams, Owner

972-596-0047/972-612-2402 (fax)
store0781@theupsstore.com

SE corner Parker/Independence

Trey Sims, Owner
Specializing in shipping antiques and art, UPS,  

freight, notary.

 – CSI Roofing Co.–
Roof Replacement  • Insurance Coordinators

Britton Webb
469-222-1033

Doug Grimes
THE GRIMES GROUP AGENCY

Auto • Home
 Financial • Business
214-618-4380                      

Brad Williamson
5200 McDermott Rd. S 210 • Plano 

972-867-2778
bradwilliamson@allstate.com

DENTON J.WiGiNTON, DDS
FAMily DENTiSTRy

Emergency appointments always available.
www.drwiginton.com

972.491.2244

Mike McLeland
972-624-9400

www.northtexas-webdesign.com

Pam Edwards
www.nuskinusa.com

Nu Skin Distributor ID: 
USW9717913
972-208-2460

www.LookNowTakeAction.com
Access Code: 157600

Morning Bible study group. 
A gift to the church library in 

honor of  the library volunteers Dot 
Sanstrom, Robbie Rocheleau, Jennifer, 
Zoe and Don Pitts, Claudia Hill and 
Jan Schroeder has been given by Judy 
Cravens, librarian. 

A gift to the Revelation Choir 
tour in memory of  Lydia Mae Brown, 
mother of  Ron Brown, has been given 
by David and Nancy Smith. 

Gifts to the Gifts and Memorial 
fund in memory of  Mr. Bob Silliman, 
father of  Debbie Chabot, have been 
given by Martin and Gayla Page, 
Mike and Shirley Dungan, Jeff  and 
Amber Niskern and Randy and Paisley 
Forrester. 

A gift to the Boy Scouts in memory 
of  Casey Andrew Wolfe has been given 
by Casey’s aunt, Amanda Kunze. 

The Committee on Finance 
would like to thank our 
members for your faithful and 

generous giving during 2009. Because 
of  you faithfulness and generosity, 
Custer Road UMC received $4,050,584 
in income and expensed $3,972,154 for 
a net surplus of  $78,430. In addition, 
you gave $600,000 to Paid in Full for 
a total of  $4,650,584. Our success was 

accomplished during one of  the most 
difficult and challenging economies 
during the last 60 years. Custer Road 
UMC, thank you.

Having said that, 2010 will be 
even more challenging. Your presence 
in worship, volunteerism and gener-
ous giving will help us at Custer Road 
UMC maintain our strong witness as a 
vital and transforming congregation.

Thank you, Custer Road UMC, 
for your generous giving

Gifts to the Casey Andrew Wolfe 
Memorial Fund in memory of  Casey 
have been given by Dick and Nancy 
Kent, the Machesneys, Sheri and 
Norm Clevenger, Bill and Kim Berry 
and family (Flo Gray, Tia and Dana 
Kazee), Bobbie (Casey’s aunt), Rod 
and family (Greg and Gayle and 
family), Kenneth and Rhonda Tabor, 
Linda Chang, Gayle Kreager and 
Margaret Cagle. 

A gift to the Casey Andrew Wolfe 
Memorial Fund in honor of  Casey’s 
grandfather, Fred McCumber, has been 
given by the Fairview Cemetery Board 
of  Galion, Ohio.

A gift to the Paid in Full fund in 
memory of  Sheldon Hall has been 
given by Nancy Hall and in honor 
of  Nancy Corley from Anne-Marie 
Corley. 

Fun Family Fitness 
Ages 5 to 86

469-693-9463
StreetGlidersUSA.com
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C H I L D R E N

Fourth Annual Custer Road UMC 
Leadership Conference

RSVP to vision@crumc.org by Friday, Jan. 29
(Complimentary workshop book, continental breakfast and 

child care provided with reservation.)

Saturday • Feb. 6
7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Keynote speaker James Moore is 
an award-winning author of more than 
40 books and noted United Methodist 
minister. He now serves as minister-in-
residence at Highland Park UMC.

Camp P150 is back! This Fine Arts 
camp for kids, grades 3-6 begins this 
summer, July 18- 23 at at the church. 
Mark your calendars for your kids to 
participate, and watch for registration 
details in late March!

February mission
Bring new and gently used kid’s 

meal toys that will be included in care 
packets for residents of  the colonias 
in Matamoros. Care Packets will be 
handed out when Mexico Mission 
Teams travel there in 2010. Bring 
donations to the Children’s Mission 
area on the second floor or to the 
donation shelves in Fellowship Hall.

MPKids
MPKids 

are making hats 
for the preemie 
babies at Park-
land Hospital at 
their Wednes-
day, meeting 
on Feb. 3 at 
6:30 p.m. The 
fourth and fifth 
grade MPKids 
put together 
100 Health Kits 

for Haiti at the Jan. 13 meeting, along 
with 200 packets of  “Seeds of  Love.”

Vacation Bible School

Prior to the conference, a prayer 
vigil will be held on Friday, Feb. 5, 
from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. To be a part of 
the prayer team, register at www.
crumc.org/leadership, or contact 
Becky Moore, 972-618-0171 or 
bv55moore@verizon.net.

For Fifth Graders Only
For information, contact Cheryl 

Bishop, ext. 253.Keeten Levin

Expedition VBS
June 21-25

Daytime:  9 a.m. – Noon June 20 – 24
 Evening:  6:15 – 8:30 p.m.

Climb Aboard for the Voyage 
of  a Lifetime. Join our crew as we 
plunge through the rugged waves, 

and experience 
the deep, rolling 
waters of  God’s 
love. We are 
in need of  
Daytime Crew 
coordinators, 

How can i help my child 
react to Haiti disaster? 

In light of  the recent disaster in 
Haiti, our children have seen so much 
on TV, heard about it at school and 
among their friends. Custer Road 
UMC Children’s Care has provided an 
informative brochure for you that can 
be found in the information centers. 
Use this brochure to help deal with 
and understand those feelings and 
concerns of  your child. Pick up one 
today.

Recreation coordinators and Preschool 
coordinators.

Contact: 
Laura Barr, 
daytime volunteer 
cooordinator 
laurapbarr@
sbcglobal.net. 
Also needed are 
Evening Crew 
leaders and coordinators. Contact: 
Heather Hammer, director heather.
hammer@yahoo.com.


