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Senior Helpers of Bergen County hosted Wandering: High Risk with Dementia as part of
Paramus' Alzheimer's Readiness Event.

The program, held on April 15 at Bergen Community College, was led by dementia care
specialist and certified dementia practitioner Vivian Green Korner, as well as
representatives from the Paramus Police Department.

The event was designed to raise public awareness and preparedness so residents with
dementia are safer in their communities.

"The objective is to inform and guide caregivers on what to do when a family member
does wander, offer ways to prevent wandering, and what to do when a person does go
missing," Korner said.

More than 60 percent of those with Alzheimer's or other types of dementia wander,
according to Korner.

"There isn't necessarily a signal. It can happen at any point in dementia," she said.

Examples of reasons why people with dementia wander include having excess energy and

Bergen  | Passaic  | Morris  | Essex  | Hudson  | Sussex  | Towns  | Community  | The GWB Files  | In Heroin's Grip  |

Local News Sports Obituaries Photos Opinion Columnists Blogs Real Estate A & E Events Food Travel More   

 
 

 
Follow Us Updates Fan Page

http://www.northjersey.com/help
http://www.northjersey.com/help
http://www.shoptherecord.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/eedition
http://www.bergen.com/
http://www.bergencounty.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/real-estate
http://cars.northjersey.com/
http://jobs.northjersey.com/
http://marketplace.northjersey.com/
http://garagesales.northjersey.com/
https://secure3.northjersey.com/webbase/a.do
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B_Nd-OGg9Vbm8C8KGMYbkgNgFzoSiwwQAAAAQASC2_ogFOABYroPxio4BYMmG7o2ApfQPsgETd3d3Lm5vcnRoamVyc2V5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBY2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubm9ydGhqZXJzZXkuY29tL25ld3MvaGVhbHRoLW5ld3MvZm9ydW0taW4tcGFyYW11cy1yYWlzZXMtYXdhcmVuZXNzLW9mLWRlbWVudGlhLTEuMTMxNjQ5N8ACAuACAOoCGy8yMjExNTczNC9ST1NfMjIweDkwX0FURl9OSvgCg9IekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GgXY5x-MO1tlcYEr67bYCg_&sig=AOD64_0pIU_vlnyI9yeeTl7lLOmxfY2jGg&client=ca-pub-9266472279128415&adurl=http://www.khov4seasons.com/greatnotch%3Futm_source%3DNED_NorthJersey%26utm_medium%3DGreatNotch_220x90%26utm_campaign%3DLow400sMay14%26ref%3DNED_NorthJersey_GreatNotch_200x90_Low400sMay14
http://ox-d.boostadnetwork.com/w/1.0/rc?ts=1fHU9MXxyaWQ9MTEyY2Q5M2QtYTIyYi00NDI1LTg5OTMtODUyMjllM2Q0NmM5fHJ0PTE0MzAwODc3Mzd8YXVpZD0zMTY3OTZ8YXVtPURNSUQuV0VCfHNpZD02NjI0OXxwdWI9ODEwMjJ8cGM9VVNEfHJhaWQ9NDIzY2VmMTQtZjg2MS00N2Y1LWE4NGMtZDI2ZjhjZmZjMmQ3fGFpZD01Mzc3NDIxNzF8dD0xfGFzPTcyOHg5MHxsaWQ9NTM3NDU0MDEyfG9pZD01MzcyNTg3NjB8cD02MDAwfHByPTYwMDB8YWR2PTUzNzEwNzkyNnxhYz1VU0R8cG09UFJJQ0lORy5DUE18Ym09QlVZSU5HLkdVQVJBTlRFRURFWENMVVNJVkV8dXI9Y2VvS0FZMlg4ZA
http://www.northjersey.com/
http://www.healtheastmedical.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/news
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news/forum-in-paramus-raises-awareness-of-dementia-1.1316497?page=2
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news/forum-in-paramus-raises-awareness-of-dementia-1.1316497?page=2
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news/forum-in-paramus-raises-awareness-of-dementia-1.1316497?page=all
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBwW9OOmg9VZjHGJOHhASbvYHgC4bEkskGAAAAEAEgtv6IBTgAWJ6mt7nxAWDJhu6NgKX0D7IBE3d3dy5ub3J0aGplcnNleS5jb226AQozMDB4NjAwX2FzyAEJ2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ub3J0aGplcnNleS5jb20vbmV3cy9oZWFsdGgtbmV3cy9mb3J1bS1pbi1wYXJhbXVzLXJhaXNlcy1hd2FyZW5lc3Mtb2YtZGVtZW50aWEtMS4xMzE2NDk3mAKQTsACAuACAOoCGC8yMjExNTczNC9ST1NfMzAweDYwMF9OSvgCg9IekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBh_YBwA%2526num%253D0%2526cid%253D5Gj41sKYxvKS2beWeWxfuJur%2526sig%253DAOD64_1Lpo_cQcX7lStwBwJOl756dcdExQ%2526client%253Dca-pub-9266472279128415%2526adurl%253Dhttp://newjerseycomfort.com/bergen/
http://www.northjersey.com/counties/bergen-county-news
http://www.northjersey.com/counties/passaic-county-news
http://www.northjersey.com/counties/morris-county-news
http://www.northjersey.com/counties/essex-county-news
http://www.northjersey.com/counties/hudson-county-news
http://www.northjersey.com/towns/vernon-township
http://www.northjersey.com/towns/
http://www.northjersey.com/community-news
http://www.northjersey.com/gwbfiles
http://www.northjersey.com/heroinreport
http://www.northjersey.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/news/
http://www.northjersey.com/sports
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/northjersey/
http://www.northjersey.com/photo-galleries
http://www.northjersey.com/opinion
http://www.northjersey.com/columnists/
http://blog.northjersey.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/real-estate
http://www.northjersey.com/arts-and-entertainment
http://www.northjersey.com/events
http://www.northjersey.com/food-and-dining-news
http://www.northjersey.com/travel/
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news/forum-in-paramus-raises-awareness-of-dementia-1.1316497#
http://www.facebook.com/northjerseycom
http://twitter.com/northjerseybrk
http://www.northjersey.com/news/RSS_Quick_Links.html
http://twitter.com/northjerseybrk
http://twitter.com/northjerseybrk


Forum in Paramus raises awareness of dementia - Health News - NorthJersey.com

http://www.northjersey.com/mobile/news/health-news/forum-in-paramus-raises-awareness-of-dementia-1.1316497[4/26/2015 6:35:53 PM]

Most Read
NorthJersey.com | |

Hundreds turn out in Bergen, Passaic counties
for 'March for Babies' walks

Schools play major role - good and bad - in life of
kids with anxiety

Israel says airstrike on Syrian border targeted
militants

Clinton Foundation admits missteps in donor
disclosure

Report: Camden police led state in excessive-
force claims

Hackensack three-alarm fire destroys building,
displaces residents of 12 apartments

Activists: Syrian air raids kill 34 in northwestern
town

Aftershocks terrify survivors of Nepal quake that
killed 2,500 ; N.J. woman among victims

Pedestrian killed on Route 19 in Clifton

Woodbridge man caught with 50 heroin packets
in Paterson, Passaic County sheriff says

forgetfulness as to where they intend to go. People can also feel disoriented in familiar
places.

"They can think they're leaving to go to work or coming home from work," Korner said.

Korner added that people can become anxious or overwhelmed when thinking they're
alone, but wandering isn't a calculated action.

"They're not doing it to run away," she said.

Those who wander may not realize they're lost.

"A person who's wandering with dementia doesn't have a sense that they're wandering,"
Korner said. "They just have a sense that they're walking or searching for something."

Paramus Police Sgt. John Devine spoke of various reported cases where people with
dementia wandered. In one situation, a woman got on a bus headed to Garden State Plaza
within minutes. In another incident, a man went driving and wound up in Newark.

During the presentation, Korner referenced her own personal experience of her mother
wandering to Central Park on a nice day.

"I think she kept the feeling of it and decided she wanted to go back to the park," she said.

Law enforcement officials stressed that people should call the police immediately when
someone disappears. Residents should also alert their neighbors when a loved one goes
missing.

"Too many times people wait to call," Devine said.

"That adds to stress and increases the difficulty in finding their loved one," added
Detective James Teehan.

People should prepare to provide details to the police such as what the person was
wearing, his or her favorite places, and a recent photo. Other helpful practices include
labeling a person's clothing and making sure he or she carries identification.

Officer Aimee Mehnert of the Bergen County Sherriff's Office spoke about Project
Lifesaver, a rapid-response program implemented throughout New Jersey for locating
those who wander.

"We're here to keep your families safe," she said.
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